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As NASCAR quickly becomes
the most popular sport in
America, fans of the traditional
smoky victory lap burnouts —
and those who decry the series
for only turning left in a big cir-
cle — have another motorsport
to look forward to courtesy of the
Land of the Rising Sun: Drifting.

Never heard of it? Most non-
motorsport junkies haven’t, so
don’t feel left out. 

So what exactly is “drifting?” 
Ryan Stevens of Velocity

Racing Team Japan explains that
drifting “is getting your car side-
ways down a road.” That sounds
fairly simple, but there’s a lot
more technique involved.

“Instead of a drifter causing a
drift and then countering to
straighten out, he will instead
over-counter so his car goes into
another drift. That is the reason
many drifters do it in the moun-
tains, because there are many
sharp turns strung together. So in
essence a good drifter has the
ability to take five or six oppos-
ing turns without having traction
at any point in time,” said Mr.
Stevens on the www.streetrac-
ing.org website.

“To cause a vehicle to exceed
its tires’ limits of adhesion,
exhibiting a lateral slip, resulting
in an oversteered condition,” is
the definition given on driftses-
sion.com.

Drifting began in Japan rough-
ly 10 years ago in the under-
ground racing scene. It has since
evolved into a professional rac-
ing series, thanks to the media
company that organizes the
annual Tokyo Auto Salon for
aftermarket car part manufactur-
ers.

At first glance, drifting seems
like a silly activity designed to
burn out tires until they explode
— one step above dropping the
clutch on a Mustang GT at 5,000
rpm in a high school parking lot.
In fact, it requires an enormous
amount of car control and driv-
ing skill. Drivers are required to
navigate around a specially
designed road course, sliding the
back end of their cars around
each and every curve, reaching
speeds upwards of 100 miles per
hour. It’s not a lazy drive in the

park and can be extremely dan-
gerous, even for the well-trained.
Some of the best drivers have
wrecked cars with hundreds of
thousands of dollars invested
into them.

Drifting is expensive — as are
all other forms of auto euphoria.
Most professional drifters burn
through a set of rear tires in
fewer than 15 minutes, so tire
expenses will add up in no time.

Setting up a car for drifting
also takes plenty of skill and
labor, in addition to wads of
cash. The first caveat of creating
a drift car is finding one with
rear-wheel drive. With the popu-
larity of front-wheel drive sport
compact cars in the U.S. like the
Honda Civics, Toyota Corollas
and VW GTIs to name a few,
that’s not an easy task. Unless
you drive backwards, getting
those cars to drift is nearly
impossible. And your father’s
brand new SUV certainly isn’t
the drifting answer.

Gobs of horsepower combined
with rear-wheel drive are essen-
tial to creating a car capable of
drifting as you need to break the
rear wheels free easily. Older
model Toyota Supras, Mazda
RX-7s and Nissan 240SXs are
some of the more popular choic-
es, as are the new Nissan 300Z,
Mazda RX-8 and Pontiac GTO.

There are also a number of
other modifications needed for
drift cars like special wheel
alignments, tuned front and rear
brake biasing, car (and driver)
weight reduction and, of course,
as much horsepower you can
squeeze out from under the hood.

Several different techniques
are used while drifting a car. But
for the not-so-auto savvy, let’s
just say there’s plenty to learn
about hand-eye-foot coordina-
tion, braking and clutch and
throttle control.

While drifting is becoming
quite popular with the street rac-
ing “Fast and Furious” crowd,
it’s actually drawing plenty of
attention from serious drivers
and hard-core racers. So much so
that several prominent racing
and driving schools and driving
clubs around the country are now
teaching drivers how to drift
properly in a controlled environ-
ment, including Danny
McKeever’s Fast Lane Racing

School, the A2 Racing Car
Control School and the Sports
Car Club of America (SCCA).
Believe it or not, behind the
smoke and fury, there is an ele-
gance to the way a drifter moves
his car around each corner.

Automobile manufacturers
have jumped into the game, too.
Pontiac is investing an estimated
$300,000-400,000 in a drifting
program for its new 350 horse-
power GTO in the Formula D
Drift Series.

Drift competitions are also the

new rage. The D1 Grand Prix
USA, the first professional drift-
ing competition in the United
States featuring famous drivers
from Japan and some up-and-
coming pros from the U.S., was
held last Labor Day at Irwindale
Speedway in California in front
of about 10,000 fans. The D1
Grand Prix USA is now a fledg-
ling race series, holding several
events along the west coast this
year. Las Vegas is also the home
to a new drifting series. Look for
drifting to become more popular

in the east in the coming year,
especially at import car shows.

Drifting is not something any
driver should mimic without the
proper instruction. It’s not some-
thing to be learned on the back
roads of Fairfield County and, at
best, could lead a driver holding
a reckless driving ticket or, at

worst, lead to serious accidents.
It’s cool. It’s flashy. It’s exciting.
It’s entertaining — but it should
also be taken very seriously.

For more information about
drifting, visit these websites:
w w w . d r i f t s e s s i o n . c o m ,
www.drifting.com, and
www.d1gp.com.
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“Let Me Show YOU 
What AutoExperts USA

Can Do For YOU!!”
Michael J. Karam

Owner

• ACURA • AUDI • BMW •BUICK • CADILLAC • CHEVROLET• CHRYSLER • DAEWOO • DODGE • FORD •

• LEXUS • LINCOLN • MAZDA • MERCEDES-BENZ • MERCURY • MITSUBISHI • NISSAN • OLDSMOBILE •
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TIRED OF THE HASSLES OF
SELLING YOUR CAR?

• We Guarantee Your Car Will Sell! 
• Let Us Expose Your Car To 20 Million People Worldwide!
• Not Happy With Your Trade In Value?---Call Us!!!
• Make Use of My 14 Years of Experience Negotiating Car Deals
• We Handle The Whole Transaction, Start To Finish.

AutoExpertsUSA serves as your personal auto consultant
when BUYING OR SELLING a new or pre-owned vehicle. 

Our goal is to save you time, money, and aggravation 
on your next vehicle purchase or sale.

860-355-5384

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  @
autoexpertsusa.com

106 Newtown Rd • Danbury, CT

TOLL FREE (866) 683-4286

For Premier Service and Value
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SALES: Mon – Thu  9am–8pm • Fri – Sat   9am–6pm
SERVICE: Mon – Fri   7:30am–5:30pm

VOLVO
OF DANBURY

VOLVO OF DANBURY
106 Newtown Road
Danbury, CT
(866) 683-4286

PALISADES AUDI
175 Route 303
West Nyack, NY
(845) 353-7300

JAGUAR MT. KISCO
785 N. Bedford Road
Bedford Hills, NY
(914) 244-9080

LAND ROVER 
MT. KISCO
785 N. Bedford Road
Bedford Hills, NY
(914) 244-9080

LAND ROVER
LARCHMONT
1 E. Main Street
New Rochelle, NY
(914) 633-6777

SAAB OF 
WESTCHESTER
557 N. State Road
Briarcliff Manor, NY
(914) 941-8660

HUDSON VALLEY
VOLKSWAGEN
1148 Route 9
Wappingers Falls, NY
(845) 298-4500

PALISADES
VOLKSWAGEN
175 Route 303
West Nyack, NY
(845) 353-7300

HUDSON VALLEY
VOLVO
1152 Route  9
Wappingers Falls, NY
(845) 298-1800

MT. KISCO VOLVO
299 Kisco Avenue
Mt. Kisco, NY
(914) 241-0400

PALISADES VOLVO
81 N. Route 303
West Nyack, NY
(845) 358-2900

for life

VOLVO OF DANBURY
For Premier Service and Value
106 Newtown Road • Danbury, CT

Volvo Certified 
Pre-Owned Specials – 
Buy with Confidence

04 XC90T6 Black 12K 41259U $45,995
04 XC90T6 Red 16K 41532U $44,995
04 XC90T6 Blue 9K 41460U $44,995
04 S60R Red 4K 41635U $37,995
04 XC70 Red 11K 41628U $31,995
04 S80 2.9 White 21K 41578U $29,995
04 S60 Tan 12K 41580U $25,995
04 S60 Blue 10K 41581U $25,995
04 S40 4.5 Grey 5K 41575U $24,995
04 V40 Silver 7K 41600U $23,995
03 XC90T6 Red 28K 41307U $39,995
03 XC70 Gold 19K 41606U $32,995
03 S60 2.4T Blue 21K 41352U $25,995
02 C70HT Silver 36K 41408U $32,995
02 XC70 Gold 18K 41627U $29,995
02 S80 2.9 Green 28K 41404U $25,995
02 S60 Silver 34K 41626U $25,995
01 C70HT Black 35K 41475U $29,995
01 C70 HT Silver 29K 41399U $29,995
01 C70 LT Silver 22K 41536U $29,995
01 C70 White 37K 41509U $27,995
01 XC70 Gold 30K 41420U $25,995
01 XC70 Brown 37K 41249U $25,995
01 V70 ASR Black 27K 41538U $23,995
01 S60 2.4T Silver 41K 41438U $23,995
01 S60 Black 42K 41437U $21,995
01 S40 Silver 35K 41636U $17,995
00 C70 Silver 28K 41537U $24,995

View our extensive inventory of pre-owned vehicles and Internet Manager’s Specials offered exclusively online
www.thepremiercollection.com
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Now, is a great time to experience the essence of a luxury/SUV cross-
over that is AFFORDABLE! An elegant design with electronically-

controlled all-wheel drive that quickly adjusts to whatever
road surface you happen to encounter. Dynamic

Stability and Traction Control, Side Impact
Protection System, Dual-Threshold Air Bags,
Inflatable Side Curtains are just some of the

safety features that will transport you in
style and comfort.

*S60 AWD: MSRP $35,415. Selling Price $29,159. Stk #35559N. Vin #42407484. All leases/prices inc all costs paid by consumer except tax/MV fees. Subj. to credit approv. by prim. lender. Pictures for
body style only, actual eqpmt. may vary. Expires 8/31/04. **XC70 2.5T AWD: MSRP $39,785. Selling Price $33,699. Stk #13546N. Vin #168930. All leases/prices inc all costs paid by consumer except
tax/MV fees. Subj. to credit approv. by prim. lender. Pictures for body style only, actual eqpmt. may vary. Expires 8/31/04.Not resp. for typos. Volvo of Danbury Lic #N2402. 

O W N  F O R

Excludes taxes & MV fees
MSRP $39,785

$33,699**

Volvo XC70 2.5T AWD

Why Settle for Less 
When You Could Easily

Have More?

Did you think you couldn't afford 
the luxury and style of a genuine
Europeon sport sedan? Shopping 
for a Subuaru, Honda or Toyota? 

With Volvo's great year-end 
specials on 2004 Models, you now

have the opportunity to feel the 
elegance of an authentic European

vehicle and the comfort of knowing
that you're surrounded by Volvo's

legendary safety features. It's all
AFFORDABLE, right now! 

COME TEST DRIVE ONE TODAY! 

The Volvo S60 epitomizes Volvo's commitment to safety, encompassing the
Whiplash Protection Seating System (WHIPS), Side Impact Protection System
and Inflatable Curtains that are all standard. A sophisticated
sport sedan, with an energetic turbocharged engine, 208 
horsepower, and all-wheel drive that lets you start off
quickly in any kind of weather.

New 2004 Volvo S60
AWD ASR

Excludes taxes & MV fees
MSRP $35,415

$29,159*
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46 Danbury Road Lee Dascenzo
Wilton CT 06897 Alan Ermark, Jr.

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

SELF SERVE GAS

WILTON SERVICE
(formerly Calitri’s)

762-8108
www.wiltonservice.com

Mobil

All smoke and no mirrors, “drifting” is a relatively new motorsport where the driver goes as fast as possible without
traction. Kids, don’t try this on those windy, Fairfield County backroads.

Drifting: New motorsport is coming to a curve near you


